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Issue #1                                                                December 2019                    

     Welcome to the 2019-20 first edition for the Saints Shout filled with many of the great suc-
cesses of our students, teachers, and staff since the start of the new school year. One of the 
best school wide accomplishments that magnifies the dedication and hard work of the entire 
Saint Theresa Community is the Recommendation for Accreditation from our Middle States 
visit the first week in November.  Not only did STS meet the requirements for all standards, but 
we did so with zero "Monitoring Issues".   A profound statement from one of the team mem-
bers, Dr. McLean (Principal), summarized that; “If we lived in this area, my children would defi-
nitely come here.  It is a haven for children and parents”. 

    I have great appreciation for Father Sahd & Father Dubois, parishioners, parents, staff , 

teachers and students!   Thank you to Fathers Sahd and Dubois for their support and continued 

involvement at the school and in the classroom.  Thank you to the parishioners for their finan-

cial support and prayers.  Thank you to our parents for a wonderful start to the new school 

year and for choosing Saint Theresa School for your child’s education.  Thank you to all of our 

teachers and staff who put so much time, effort and love into educating, working and caring 

for our students every day. And thank you to our students who have been working so hard 

these past few months learning, studying and growing in their faith each day.  

    This year as part of our Middle States self evaluation study we’ve created a student promise 

for this year called The Saint Theresa Student Promise: 

                 Here at Saint Theresa Catholic School…. 

  I am a unique individual created and loved by God. 

  I value myself and others as God has taught us. 

  I will grow spiritually, academically and socially. 

  I will treat all others as I want to be treated, regardless of their culture,                      

beliefs, appearance or abilities. 

  I will show respect by serving God and others. 

  I will follow the example of Saint Theresa and her “little ways.” 

Likewise, we created a new mission statement:  Saint Theresa School empowers students to 
deepen their relationship with Jesus Christ and to strive for excellence in education in order 

to become 21st Century leaders…  with a slogan that challenges you to...Experience the 
SAINTS Difference! 
 
Blessings to your family during this holiday season, 
 
Mr. Matthew E. Shore, Principal 
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  August + September 
   We returned on August 22nd and 
were filled with great expectations for 
the year. Our theme for 2019-2020  is 
“Christ is the Key at Saint Theresa 
School”.  Congratulations to 6th grader 
Grace DeBastiani for her winning 
theme!   We have so many new 
changes and much to be excited for this 
year.  
    We welcomed our new pastor, Fr. 
Kyle Sahd, who joined our parish in 
June after Fr. McFadden’s retirement.  
We are so blessed to have his wonder-
ful enthusiasm for both our school and 
parish!  And we look forward to having 
him in our school to “Experience the 
Saints Difference",  which is our new 
school slogan.  This past summer we 
updated the school website to make it 
easier to navigate and we also intro-
duced a new student and parent data-
base called, Rediker, to manage grades 
and assignments.  We have a new mis-
sion statement and we have begun a 
new tradition of reciting “The Saint 
Theresa Student Promise”  so that stu-
dents remember each day how special 
and unique they are to God and others.  

8th grade fun on 
the 1st day of 
school….a religion 
project (above 
and left), school 
prayer service 
(above right) and  
their first group 
photo of the 
year! (right) 

Sophia Paese is all smiles on the 1st day. 
Jordan Bowers escorts her sister, Kylee    
MacKavage, on her first day of kindergarten.    

Morning announcements with Fr. Dubois, Fr. Sahd 
and  8th grade Student Council officers, Melissa 
Zack and Nick Smithbower.  

Mr. Shore poses with the Budman family . 
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  = back to school fun! 
Our back to school Family Fun Day was held at Yellow Breeches 
Sports Complex on Sunday, August  25th.  Lots of family activities 
were enjoyed like soccer, kickball,  a new golf program called 
S.N.A.G. (starting new at golf) and assorted skill games.  What a 
great day for students to play with old and new friends.   

Pictured above is a pyramid of fun 
with Colin & Allison Walker, Luke, 
Leo & Jacob Lacour, Jack & Patrick 
Czarnecki, Vincent Lapore and 
Collin Ranney. Kathryn Sansom perfects 

her golf swing! 
The Kim family tries out the 
new S.N.A.G.  

Sydney Weaver, Lillian Morris 
and Sophia St. John try some 

skill games. 

   September is a whirlwind of activities!  
During our first week of school we had a 
visit from Molly the Cow from The Nutri-
tion Group who handed out nutritious 
snacks during lunchtime .(above left)  Our 
first D.O.U.D (dress out of uniform day) 
was celebrated on September 11th.  The 
money collected was donated to the New 
Cumberland Fire Department first re-
sponders. (picture above)  The eighth 
grade enjoyed a day on the river as part of 
their Susquehanna  River & Chesapeake 
Bay Watershed study for ecology. (left).  
We participated in the See You at The Pole 
event, a national day of  morning prayer 
held every September 25th. (right) 
Our preschool through 1st grade cele-
brated all things apple during Johnny Ap-
pleseed Day! (left). Our 8th graders volun-
teered their time and talents during the 
New Cumberland Apple Festival on Sep-
tember 28th.  The busy group raised over 
$1,300 selling baked goods, applying face 
paint and glitter hair spray, running apple 
themed games and selling raffle tickets for 
a PSU home game! (right) 
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Welcome Mrs. Emily Sentman, our new 5th 
grade teacher this year!  We are so lucky to 
have such an experienced teacher join our 
staff.  She has twenty years of education 
experience and has taught from elementary 
school to college classes. She has dual 
certifications in Elementary Education and 
Special Education.  Mrs. Sentman and her 
family have been  parishioners for ten years. 
We are happy to welcome her daughter, 
Lillian, who joined our school this year in the 
5th grade.    

Say hello to Ms. Karen Shillington , our new 
Music teacher! Mrs. Shillington was born in 
Kingston, Ontario, Canada and spent her 
childhood years growing up in  Michigan. She 
has a Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary     
Education with a minor in Music. Mrs. 
Shillington has been teaching for twenty 
years, including fourteen years of Elementary 
Music in Catholic schools. She wants to create 
a learning environment where students will 
practice excellence, use musical movement to 
express themselves, and create and learn 
music.   

 

Meet Mrs. Adria Stoner, our new Library 
teacher! Mrs. Stoner is a familiar face at 
school since she has been a parent volunteer 
for several years.  Although she has been 
teaching for sixteen years at other schools, 
she is so excited to join the Saint Theresa 
School staff this year.  Mrs. Stoner teaches 
library skills for students in Kindergarten 
through fifth grade. She has a 1st grade 
daughter, Charlie and a son Carrick, enrolled 
in our preschool program.        

Welcome back Miss Allison Wolf! This year 
we are so happy to have Miss Wolf as our 
new kindergarten teacher.  Miss Wolf 
previously was one of our kindergarten 
aides for a few years and then was a 
student teacher here at STS while 
completing her degree. She is bringing 
her energy and joy to her kindergarten 
classroom! Joining her as her classroom 
aide is Mrs. Heather LaCour.  Mrs. LaCour 
is certainly no stranger to our halls since 
all five of her children attend STS. 

 

Greetings to Mrs. Kerri Rapp, our new 6th 
grade homeroom teacher and middle school 
Science teacher.  We are blessed to have this 
experienced teacher join our faculty.  Did you 
know that Mrs. Rapp has dual citizenship for 
the United States and also Ireland? Mrs. Rapp 
lives in York and attends Saint Patrick’s with 
her family.  They have been parishioners there 
for over 13 years. Her twin daughters are in 
the 8th grade and her son is in 9th.  All three 
of her children attend York Catholic High 
School.         

Welcome Mrs. Jennifer Paradine to our STS 
family. Mrs. Paradine, a Saint Theresa 
parishioner,  joined our office staff as the 
financial secretary last spring. She  now 
handles all of the FACTS tuition, state funding 
for books and lunches , payroll and door 
programming for the school.  Her son Lucas 
also joined our preschool 4 year old program 
this fall.  Mrs. Paradine and Ms. Evans make a 
fantastic duo in our office!! 

  Welcome    New   Staff! 
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   What a beautiful 
September day we had for 
our annual scholarship 
golf tournament.  There 
were 116 golfers in 
attendance at this year’s 
event, the most we ever 
had for this tournament!  
We were able to raise , 

through generous sponsors and golf registrations, $2,000 for 
our parish #8921 Knights of Columbus scholarship fund and 
over $9,000 for our Development scholarship fund.  The Knights 
contribute monetary awards for several 8th grade scholarships 
like the Holy Name Society Award for graduating STS students 
attending Trinity H.S. and the KOC Award for Effort for a 
graduating boy and girl.  They also fund the Excellence in 
Language Arts and Science awards.  The golf tournament is the 
first of the three major Development fundraisers we hold each 
year.  The next event is 
Spring Fling 2020, which 
will be held on Saturday, 
March 28th at Trinity High 
School.  More information 
will be coming in the next 
few weeks about early 
bird discounted tickets 
and sponsorships.  Thank 
you for all of your 
generous and continued 

support of our Development fundraisers especially Diocesan 
Publications, our Gold Sponsor for the tournament. 
 

2019 Saint Theresa School and Knights of 
Columbus Scholarship Golf Tournament 

Spring Fling 2020 

    Saturday, March 28th 

   @ Trinity H.S.  

We need your connections!  

Do you know of anyone who 

might be able to help us pro-

cure tickets to an event, gift 

certificates, raffle items, bas-

ket items, electronics, sporting event tickets, etc? Any 

business/friend/neighbor who may be interested in 

donating to our school is helpful! If you are able to find 

any items we can use for Spring Fling—we would ap-

preciate it! We are always looking for more volunteers 

to make the event the best ever!  For more informa-

tion on how you can help, please contact: Jackie 

Conard at jconard@sainttheresaschool.org 

   Little Saints 
has been 
working on 
learning let-
ters A-K, num-
bers 1-20 and  
bible stories 
from the Old 
Testament .  
They like hear-
ing stories 
about Adam 
and Eve, Noah 

and his animals, Moses and Abraham.  We are also sing-
ing a wide variety of Italian and English worship songs and 
American patriotic songs.  Our children are using sign lan-
guage when they sing too!  We have had a few visitors 
these past few months surprise us with being a mystery 
reader, like Fr. Sahd (pictured above).  
    We’ve been busy baking muffins and cookies, making 
sponge turkeys for painting Thanksgiving pictures and 
creating an array of fall arts and crafts. As part of their 
Religion instructions the children are learning how to be 
kind and treat each other with respect every day.  
   We had some exciting news for this year! We are happy 
to welcome back to our STS family, Mrs. Cindi Petrillo.  
Mrs. Petrillo worked as a preschool aide several years ago 
at STS. 
Wishing you all a blessed holiday season!-Mrs. Maria Ma-
lay, Director, Mrs. Therese Borczon, Mrs. Maricelly Ortiz-
Pagan and Mrs. Cindi Petrillo.  
    

Molly the Cow from The Nutrition Group visited 

us during lunch with the cafeteria managers.  
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   Preschool is having a 

blast adjusting to 

school! During our first 

week of school, we 

saw our class 

caterpillars turn into 

butterflies and got to 

release them. We 

named them, said 

prayers for their 

futures and watched them fly away. We are starting to 

write our names ourselves, practice how to hold pencils, 

scissors and coloring in the lines. We are learning the 

Hail Mary, grace before snacks and the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  In September, our theme for the month was 

making friends, apples and the color red. We had our 

first party of the year for Johnny Appleseed, and we 

celebrated and 

learned all about 

him.  Now is the 

most magical time in 

Preschool-

celebrating the 

holidays!! We have 

celebrated our 

favorite people on 

their day – 

Grandparents’ Day. 

We loved Halloween and dressing up and we’re excited 

for Thanksgiving and remembering all we have to be 

thankful for .   Christmas is now on our minds! Aside 

from all the celebrations and holidays, we’ve been very 

busy. We learned letters A-F and wrote numbers 0-5. We 

have learned how to spell color words red, black and 

brown. If you even say the color we’ll start spelling them 

right away! We can spell the season - fall as well! We’ve 

come a very long way from the start of the year and still 

have so much to learn. Out of all the things, most 

importantly we learned more about loving Jesus, our 

friends and school!  Blessings from Mrs. Kelsey 

McWilliams and Mrs. Jennifer Donough. 

    Saint Theresa Kindergarten classrooms are the place to 
be! Both classes are filled with amazing children who are 
excited to learn. It’s is a magical time for our children to 
learn and have fun everyday.  Since October and the first 
part of November, we have celebrated Grandparents' Day, 
Pumpkin Day, Trunk-or-Treat, Halloween and Day 50! The 
children loved each celebration. On Day 50, the students 
got to go back in time and dance at a Sock Hop and slurp up 
yummy root beer floats. Delicious! We are now 
preparing to celebrate Thanksgiving with our 5th grade 
buddies, but before we do, Kindergarten is currently 
celebrating Kindness.  Since the beginning of school, the 
children have learned what kindness is and how to be kind. 
With World Kindness Day just ending, we decided to take 
kindness a little further.  
    Remember that  learning happens whether it is through 
reading, friendly conversations, singing, movement, play or 
actual instruction.  Did you know reading is the perfect 
activity for you and your child? Why not snuggle together 
and read? Did you know every time you read aloud to your 
child you are improving your child’s reading, writing, 
speaking and listening skills?  Did you know reading aloud 
to your child also improves their vocabulary, attention span 
and their interest in books?  It is so easy! Who needs an 
SAT course? The Read-Aloud Handbook, 8th edition, by 
author, Jim Trelease is just the book for you. This book was 
written for new teachers, veteran teachers, parents-to-be, 
veteran parents or anyone who is excited about reading to 
children. As the author explains, the benefits of reading 
aloud “as you read to a child, you’re pouring into the child’s 
ears (and brain) all the sounds, syllables, endings, and 
blendings that will make up the words he/she will someday 
be asked to read and understand.”  Additionally, you are 
improving attitudes about reading, creating background 
knowledge and providing motivation and the desire to 
read.  
   We are thankful to witness the love of learning shining in 
our students’ big bright eyes everyday. With the holidays 
approaching, we are very excited to begin celebrating 
Advent, Christmas and the arrival of baby Jesus.  Many 
Blessings-The Kindergarten Team of Miss Allison Wolf, 
Mrs. Heather LaCour, Mrs. Tina Zimmerman and Mrs. 
Angela Fromm. 
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   First Grade was very busy in the month of Septem-

ber.  We celebrated National Teddy Bear Day by bring-

ing our favorite stuffed animals to school and Patriots 

Day by wearing Red, White, and Blue.  In October, we 

continued the fun with Grandparents’ Day and Hallow-

een.  The class loved dressing up and being in the bat 

dance and parade. November kicked off with All Saints 

Day and the classes dressing up as their favorite saint 

for Mass (pictured above).  We ended the month by 

watching Charlie Brown’s Thanksgiving and having 

popcorn. 

   Math is always fun and exciting.  We stepped away 

from standard workbooks to learn our math strategies 

and skills thru word problems, weekly games, books, 

and counting collections.  The children have truly loved 

this approach to learning.  Ms. Molsky and Mrs. Lapore 

are amazed at what the students can do with addition 

and subtraction so far this year. 

   We’re becoming experts at punctuation and using 

capital letters correctly.  Our handwriting is improving 

daily. First grade is working hard on reading and it 

shows.  Students have memorized sight words and use 

them when they read. 

First grade is always an awesome place to be, but espe-

cially when we have learned about creation and Our 

Blessed Mother.  We continue to learn about our 

Catholic faith through the Bible stories we hear at 

weekly mass.  -Merry Christmas from Ms. Molsky and 

Mrs. Lapore! 

    Students were welcomed back to school with activities to 
promote our new school theme: Christ is the Key.  In addi-
tion to participating in the school prayer service, we made 
several classroom projects showing how Christ is the Key to 
our heart, our love, and our faith.  

   In Religion we continue to prepare for the two sacraments 
we will be receiving this year, Reconciliation and the Eucha-
rist. Other lessons have introduced students to reading 
Scripture in both the Old and New Testaments, learning that 
we are called to be Saints, and being thankful for all that 
God provides.  They are also excited to be working with 
their preschool “buddies” and showing them the impor-
tance of reading! 

   In Language Arts, we resumed our phonics program 
with Heggerty lessons. By reading a variety of stories, stu-
dents are learning how friends and families depend on each 
other. We have also been learning how to find key details 
while reading about God’s amazing animals. Students en-
joyed an animal unit on fables and learned how to explain 
the moral to the story.  

   Our Math lessons have reviewed the important addition 
strategies needed to begin the new school year. During our 
last few weeks in math class, we have been practicing place 
value with numbers through 1,000 and learning how to add 
three digit numbers.   

   In the Science Lab we are working  on studying  solids, liq-
uids, and gasses.   Our second graders have been super ex-
cited to use their new Chrome books to create art, write 
stories, and review skills. Have a blessed Chrismas season 
from Miss Roos and Mrs. Ford! 

 

2nd grade 
enjoyed     
waiving 
their 
“Theresa   
Towels” at 
the Spirit 
Week pep 
rally in   
November. 
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  So much to do 
   Time flies by when you’re having fun, especially in 
October. Did you know that is the month we have the 
most days in school?  But what a fun-filled month it is! 
We celebrated the Feast of Saint Theresa on October 
1st.  Thank you to the PTO for the beautiful decora-
tions throughout the school and for the delicious feast 
day cake served during lunch.   
   The next week was Fire Prevention Week.  We had 
our annual visit and assembly on fire safety from the 
New Cumberland Fire Department and held our official 
school fire drill. We passed with flying colors! 
   Red Ribbon Week was next and we all learned how 
important it is to live drug free.  The Student  Council 
talked about it each day during announcements and 
then rewarded us with a special treat on the last day.  
   Club and activities were in full swing during October!  
The Respect Life Club had a nice day for the beautiful 
sidewalk art they created for National Pro Life Chalk 
Day.  The afterschool clubs of Science Explorers, Art 
Enrichment , and the Marian Club have all been busy 
creating wonderful seasonal projects with the many 
students that participate in those clubs.  
   We even had several classes that went on field trips 
this month.   The 3rd grade visited the Farm Show 
Arena for Farm City Day and the 8th grade class went 
to the Oakes Museum.  They were able to conduct  
their annual ecology creek study of the Yellow 
Breeches Creek while at the museum.  

5th grade made flowers for their kindergarten buddies to celebrate the 
Feast of Saint Theresa (left) and our halls and school were decorated too! 

Fr, Sahd celebrated the Feast Day of Saint Francis by blessing the stuffed 
animals in preschool.  Respect Life Club draws Pro Life art outside school. 

3rd grade learns about animals and agriculture at Farm City Day (left).  8th grade enjoyed a day in the Yellow Breeches Creek for 
their stream study (center). Science Explorers created some spooky experiments during the month of October.  

The fire department treated preschool-5th grade to a fun assembly on fire safety (left).  The LaCour family was the lucky winner 
from Spring Fling as Fire Captains of the Day.  They got to ride in the truck( center). Cool Art Enrichment Halloween projects (right) 
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  in October! 
   It seemed like we celebrated the entire month of Oc-
tober with food!  During the first week of the month we 
honored our extended family during Grandparents’ 
Day.  Preschool, Kindergarten and 1st grade entertained 
their  special guests with projects, presentations and 
delicious snacks that were enjoyed together in their 
classrooms and the cafeteria.   Students and their 
grandparents created family trees and other keepsakes 
that will be treasured always.   
   The 8th grade class enjoyed the first of their three 
luncheons they have throughout the year.  This is a spe-
cial event for them as they spend the last few months 
together as the  senior class.  
   What a great day to celebrate everything pumpkin 
during Kindergarten’s Pumpkin Day.  The students get 
to carve pumpkins to see what’s inside and to use the 
seeds for different projects.  They also paint pumpkins 
to take home for Halloween and eat delicious snacks 
made out of…..pumpkins! 
   We certainly had a busy few weeks celebrating Hal-
loween at STS.  The annual New Cumberland Halloween 
parade was held on October 15th.  The school has been 
participating in the parade for over five years.  This 
year’s  Dr. Seuss themed float won 2nd place in their 
division! 
   Back by popular demand, PTO’s Trunk or Treat was 
another big success.  It was a perfect evening for some 
not-so-scary good fun in the back parking lot of the 
school.  Each grade presented a themed trunk or tail-
gate for the kids to visit.   
    We saved the best for last…. our final Halloween 
event of the year is the annual BAT DANCE!  Mrs. Shil-
lington and the kindergarten through 5th grade stu-
dents gave a fabulous performance singing and dancing 
to some Halloween tunes.  The students, dressed in 
their costumes, then paraded around the school before 
coming back to their classrooms for parties.  What a 
fantastic month of fun we all enjoyed.   
    

Grandparents Day celebrations in Preschool, Kindergarten and 1st grade 
were enjoyed by the students and their grandparents.  

8th grade’s first luncheon was a           Pumpkin Day was educational and  
big success!                                                fun for kindergarten students.  

PTO Trunk or Treat was welcomed back with a beautiful evening for 
some not so scary fun! 

The tradition continues….THE BAT DANCE!  Mrs. Shillington leads kindergarten though 5th grade students in song and dance. Who 
can forget the hilarious dinosaurs! (center)  The annual parade of students around the school after the Bat Dance (right) 
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   Third grade is learning how to be good disciples of Christ and 
to spread the good news. We are reading realistic fictions 
stories and putting the events in sequence.  We are also 
learning about character traits. Students have been learning 
about the theme of a story in fiction stories and author's point 
of view in non-fiction articles, the difference between a simile 
and metaphor, various text features such as illustrations, maps, 
sidebars and headings, antonyms and synonyms, and prefixes 
and suffixes.  Students completed a Pumpkin Character Book 
Report after reading a realistic fiction book.  They wrote about 
their character using descriptive details and character 
traits, explained what the character did in  the story, and wrote 
about their opinion of the character.  The used a printout of a 
pumpkin to create their character.  The students enjoyed 
sharing their book reports during Morning Meeting. In grammar 
the focus has been on nouns (kinds, singular, plural and 
possessive).  Students are enjoying listening to the class read 
aloud, Sideways Stories from Wayside School by Louis Sachar.  
   In science we finished our unit on The Solar System and will 
begin on The Electricity unit. In math we just finished learning 
about place value in the thousands and comparing numbers.  
Students are learning to understand the concepts of 
multiplication and division.  We will soon be getting ready to 
start learning multiplication and division facts.  
   We are very busy studying in Religion as students continue to 
learn the Apostle's Creed.  Students made posters of their 
families showing how family members grow in love together 
through Christ.  They have also learned about the Holy Trinity, 
how the Church celebrates, and the different forms of prayer.   
   In October we visited the Farm Show Arena in Harrisburg for 
Farm City Day!  We had a great time exploring different stations 
about caring for animals, agriculture and of course, sampling 
some delicious food. We were also visited by the Rotary Club 
who presented each student with a dictionary and the 
importance of having a printed book in the age of electronic 
devices.  Thank you for a fantastic first trimester!  Mrs. 
Spaulding, Mrs. Kindred and Mrs. Claypool. 
 

3rd grade 

students 

received 

dictionaries 

from the 

Rotary Club of 

Central PA in 

October. 

(picture right). 

  

   
Some 4th grade 
students show off 
their awesome 
volcano projects 
they did last month. 
(picture left). 
 
 
 
 
   
 

   “Surprise, Mrs. Hall is your teacher for 4th grade” was all the 
buzz when students found out that Mrs. Hall would be 
moving up a grade this year.  Mrs. Hall and I are looking 
forward to creating a strong 4th grade team this year.  We are 
off to a great start! Fourth graders in both classes are 
adjusting well to the transition from a primary grade level to 
an intermediate one as the shift in responsibility is now on 
them.  As teachers, guiding students on how to develop good 
study habits is the focus. Students are also being encouraged 
to use technology to study for tests and quizzes (Quizlet).   
In religion, students thought about our new theme, “Christ is 
the Key”.  They brainstormed together on what “Christ’s key” 
can unlock in themselves and others.  Students illustrated a 
key with the traits they hope to unlock during the 2019- 2020 
school year. 
   Both classes are working on basic map skills.  Students are 
also being taught how to use a compass to find north. 
Our first science topic is “Forms of Energy”.  We look forward 
to going into the lab to explore potential and kinetic energy. 
In language arts, we are working on writing full sentences and 
identifying subjects and predicates.  Prediction, problem and 
solution, and idioms have been reviewed in our literature 
studies. 
   With number sense being a goal this school year, place 
value and ordering numbers have been taught right off the 
bat in math.  A strong foundation in these skills will help build 
an understanding of more complex math to come.  Students 
are being asked not only to solve problems in math, but also 
to check that their answers make sense. 
   Fourth grade has started working in Google Classroom.  We 
are practicing logging on, answering basic questions, and 
submitting our responses.  We look forward to Ms. Allen 
pushing into our classrooms to develop higher level skills.  
Students are using IXL and Keyboarding Online from last year. 
Both classes are well-behaved and kind  and are a pleasure to 
teach.  It is going to be a great year!  Blessings from the 4th 
grade students and teachers-Mrs. Deb Richard and Mrs. 
Pam Hall! 
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   5th grade has been busy these first couple of months!  In science 
we did an experiment using a Hershey bar and a Snickers bar to 
compare and learn about rocks and minerals. A mineral is made of 
one thing (Hershey bar) and a rock (Snickers) is made of many 
things. The students enjoyed this experiment and are enjoying figur-
ing  out what type of rocks they are looking at...igneous, metamor-
phic or sedimentary. The students also  learned about plant and 
animal cells with hands on experiences in the lab.  
   In Social Studies we are learning about early humankind. We 
learned about the Leakey's and their finding of "Lucy". We discussed 
archaeologists and the job they do. Students were given a chocolate 
chip cookie and had to dissect it by removing the chocolate chips 
without breaking the cookie. Few could do it. It takes lots of pa-
tience to be an archaeologist! We talked about how the early hu-
mans lived, survived and migrated around the world.  The students 
are studying Mesopotamia and engaging in small group rotations to 
learn more about the culture, religion, politics, and geography of 
that time period and region.  As part of our Social Studies class, the 
students also transformed pumpkins into globes to demonstrate 
their world geography skills.  
   In Math we are learning place value and decimals  and  comparing 
and ordering decimals. Students continue to show "grit" with divi-
sion and problem solving.    
  In Language Arts  the students  are learning idioms, sentences, long 
and short vowels. We read "My Teacher is an Alien" which the kids 
loved!  We are also learning about parts of a sentence, subject/
predicate, and punctuation.  The students wrote a pumpkin plot 
book report about a mystery novel of their choice.  They also 
worked very hard  writing spooky short stories based on a "Harris 
Burdick" painting. 
   In Religion we are learning  how we can take care of God's crea-
tion. Our class  lead the prayer service on the first day of school  and 
we enjoyed our first  masses with Father Sahd!   The students are 
studying  the Trinity and made mobiles to display in our room to 
remind us of the Holy Trinity.  They also each researched a saint and 
created a diorama to showcase what they learned.   
   To complete the month of October, the students will be working in 
small groups as part of a Project Based Learning Experience to plan, 
create, and market their own "haunted house".  They will be using 
math, reading, writing, drawing, and collaborative skills to complete 
this project.  Christ is the Key in 5th grade! - Mrs. Sentman and       
Mrs. DeBastiani 
 
 
 
5th grade created 
flowers for their 
kindergarten read-
ing buddies for the 
Saint Theresa Feast 
Day on October 
1st. 

 
 
 
 

   Welcome to Middle School!  Our 6th graders had a surprise 
when they started school this year.  Mrs. Levens followed 
them to 6th grade!  We also welcomed Mrs. Keri Rapp as our 
new science teacher and sixth grade homeroom teacher.   
   In 6th grade, we have two periods of  Language Arts.  The 
first period is dedicated to grammar, vocabulary, and word 
work. We reviewed nouns and their usage(s), and worked on 
new vocabulary including the spelling and definitions of the 
words. During our second period, we learned how to create 
and keep a writers’ notebook. Each day the students learn new 
techniques to help them become better writers. These lessons 
and writings will prepare the children for their first narrative 
writing this fall. We are also learning about fiction versus non-
fiction during our second period class. We are reading The 
Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick, which is a historical 
fiction piece about original film movies that takes place in the 
1920's Paris. We will then compare and contrast a nonfiction 
book about Charlie Chaplin, which takes place in the same 
time period and is also about the first film movies. We also will 
be analyzing the literary element of characters and  settings.  
We are completing our narrative stories and working on pub-
lishing the finished products. We are going to create personal-
ized "books" and will share our stories with our class. We are 
also reading the novel Elijah of Buxton written by award win-
ning author Christopher Paul Curtis. The children are complet-
ing a balanced literacy novel study as they read. We will be 
starting a drama unit with "A Christmas Carol" in December.  
   In Religion we began this school year learning about Revela-
tion. We started with Divine Revelation and learned how Sa-
cred Scripture and Sacred Tradition show us God’s plan, and 
how that leads us to eternity. Next, we will be learning about 
The Creation and what it means to be made in God’s image. 
We also  just finished learning the Nicene Creed. We spent 
about a month and a half on memorizing and learning about 
the scripture from where it is found in the Bible. We have also 
learned about Abraham and Sarah, Moses and Passover, and 
revisited the 10 Commandments. Before Christmas we will 
learn about the kingships of David compared to Jesus, Solo-
mon, Job, and the Prophets. Merry Christmas-Mrs. Levens 
and Mrs. Rapp 
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  November brings... 
   We truly have much to be thankful for at 
Saint Theresa School! The month started 
with Mass to celebrate All Saints Day.  The 
annual tradition continued as our 1st 
grade students came to church dressed as 
their favorite saint.  The next week the 
Middle States Committee visited us to 
review our year-long self study project for 
our school’s  re-accreditation.  During that 
week we made it to Day 50, which was 
celebrated by the kindergarten class 
dressing as if they lived during the 1950’s . 
   Next up was Spirit Week (November 
11th –15th) which is one of the best 
weeks of the year at STS!  Each day is a 
special event.  Monday was a Veterans 
Day ceremony and prayer service; Tuesday 
was Muffins with Mom and our Principals 
of the Day, Jack and Patrick Czarnecki 
ruled the school! That day we also had 
Crazy Hat, Hair & Tie day and Pajama Day 
for Middle School students. Wednesday 
was Jersey Day; Thursday was a DOUD and 
service project day in which the 8th grade 
students delivered the first half of the Cor-
nucopia food collection to New Hope Min-
istries.  Friday was the culmination of a 
great week with a pep rally and a fun 
game of HUMAN Hungry  Hippos.  
     
  (Pictured left), 5A students receive Sweet 
Frog certificates for perfect homework 
attendance.  (Pictured right), Kindergarten 
celebrates Day 50.  (Pictured below left)
Respect Life Club students make Oatmeal 
Pie turkeys to be delivered to the elderly. 
(Pictured below center), Kindergarten and 
5th grade enjoy a Thanksgiving feast to-
gether.  (Pictured below right), 1A cele-
brates Thanksgiving dressed as colorful 
turkeys.  

.1st grade celebrates All Saints Day  at Mass More  “Little Saints” on November 1st holy day 

The 7th grade class went to H.A.C.C. to see a per-
formance of “The Giver” a book they just read in LA. 

PTO Family Night Out was held at Trindle Bowl for 
the month of November! 
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  fun, fall memories 

(Pictured top rows), the three principals, 
Jack and Patrick Czarnecki and Mr. Shore. 
The 8th grade loaded a truck with the Cor-
nucopia food collection.  Crazy Hat, Hair & 
Tie day was awesome with 1st grade (left), 
3rd grade (center) and 2nd grade (right) 
students! 
The pep rally had everyone cheering for 
Mrs. Ford’s team during the Human Hun-
gry Hippo game! (left and right pictures). 
Veterans’ Day prayer service and cere-
mony to honor our STS military families
(picture bottom left). Muffins with Mom 
was a huge hit with parents and students!  
(pictures bottom center and right) 

 
SPIRIT 

WEEK 

2019 
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   7th grade students have been furthering their knowledge of 
the 73 books in the Bible and working on skills like locating 
passages, reading to interpret them, and understanding the 
two layers of meaning: the literal and spiritual senses than 
can be seen in Scripture. Students created Powerpoint 
presentations that were shared with the class about two 
other world religions other than Christianity. The students 
used Powerpoint to explain similarities and differences in 
addition to learning the name of the religion’s sacred text or 
writings. 
   As a preview to our year of study, the students understand 
that the Gospels are central to our faith, as Jesus is the Living 
Word of God. They worked in pairs to produce artwork 
representing the 4 different Gospel writers' symbols. 

   In Language Arts class students participated in a writer’s 
prep workshop to become aware of important skills to 
consider when writing: writing 4 different sentence forms, 
parallel structure, dangling modifiers, clauses and phrases, 
punctuation. They also memorized all of the Collins Program 
Proofreading marks and how to use them correctly. 
The seventh graders opened the year with a short story unit 

with the theme of Relationships. Reading skills, guided 

reading, and independent reading skills were targeted to 

enhance comprehension.  

    In literature, all of our learning activities from mid-October 

to mid November have centered around Lois Lowry’s dystopia 

novel The Giver.  The students began by learning the 

etymology of the word Utopia which was first coined by Sir 

Thomas More in 1516.  After learning about the goals and 

characteristics of Utopian life, the students worked in pairs to 

create their own Utopia’s.  The culmination of this very 

enjoyable and enlightening unit was a field trip to The Rose 

Lehrman Theater on the campus of HACC to see the play, The 

Giver. (picture above) -Blessings  from Mrs. Burns and Mrs. 

Kaufold  

   Our 8th grade class is 2020 and beyond!  , their logo for the 
year.  This class has had a busy start to the school year. The 
annual booth at the New Cumberland Apple Festival in 
September helped to raise money for their annual spring field 
trip.  In Religion students have begun their confirmation 
program, Chosen, and working through the Confirmation text in 
preparation for receiving the sacrament.  In the midst of 
Cornucopia collection, the 8th-grade service project, they are 
discussing the Four Marks of the Catholic Church in detail. In 
Science class students have started a unit on friction.  The unit 
has lessons on force, motion, speed, acceleration and 
velocity.  The students used Super Worms (darkling beetle 
larva) to have worm races! Each group named their worm and 
tracked the movement for 60 seconds. Data was recorded in a 
data table and then the groups created colorful position and 
distance-time graphs.  They are also working very hard on their 
science fair projects for their presentations in December.   
In Language Arts students participated in a writer’s prep 
workshop to become aware of important skills to consider 
when writing. Both classes also enjoyed reading To Kill a 
Mockingbird.  A special project was  submitting memoir 
projects. Students wrote their own 6-word memoir and are 
busy preparing for their first narrative speech, which will 
illustrate their 6-word memoir.   
   The 8th graders have been reading and analyzing literature 

that fall under the theme “Rites of Passage”.  They are learning 

about milestones along the journey into adulthood.  The theme 

is fitting for our 8th graders as they experience their Rite of 

Passage this year with enjoying their remaining time here at 

STS, before they move to high school life and Confirmation.   

Through the unit, the 8th graders have been working on a 

personal narrative about a Rite of Passage / Memorable Time in 

their lives.  The young writers are learning the deliberate steps 

a writer needs to take in publishing a “High Stakes” composition 

that will be published for all to see. The drafted essays have 

been reworked to become masterpieces of their 8th grade work.

-Merry Christmas from Mrs. Szymczak, Mrs. Pastor and the 8th 

grade class of 2020! 
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   Service to our community…. 
 

Registration Process for 2020-2021 
To better prepare  for the school budget (that includes a generous subsidy provided by the parish) and determine the 

tuition for 2020-2021 school year we have begun our re-registration of current families and students. We are  provid-

ing a wide time frame (if needed) for when the registration fee per student is due (see below).  Likewise, the Parish 

Finance Council has created a policy for class size and determining a second class at each grade level (see below) so 

that by YOU committing to STS, we in turn can make a commitment back to YOU!  

  

1.  Current Family (including new student siblings) Registration Options: On-Line through your Rediker Log-in OR by 

Hard Copy(paper form).  

  

2.  Registration Timeline and Fees:  PLEASE REGISTER ASAP!  It is a key factor to the budget process. FEES:  Check or 

Cash (make sure we know who it is from if completed on line).   Can be paid with credit card, but parents will incur the 

credit card fee.  If interested in this option, we will have a link to the One-Cause Site for paying the registration fee. 

Pay NOW through April 15, 2020:  $100.00 for first/only  child, $50.00 for each additional child. Fee after April 15, 

2020: $150.00 for first/only child and $75.00 for each additional child. Tuition determined prior to April 2020.  

  

3.  DONOT HESITATE TO REGISTER!: Opportunities for Scholarships and Tuition Assistance provided to STS Families 

have grown $$$! Scholarship information for the 2020-2021 school year to come in January. 

  

4. Class Size and Number of Classes:  STS is overall healthy, and if current numbers stay the same, STS will be able to 

maintain two classes at each level based on the new Finance Council Policy: KG:  maximum of 22 students w/ an 

aide per Class. 1st  - 6th:  maximum of 25 students w/ an aide in 1 Class.  26 Students = 2 Classes, 7th - 8th:  We 

group based on Honors levels for Math & Language Arts.   

 

New Cumberland Halloween parade (top left), Student 

Council Socktober collection for the homeless (top right), 

Candy donated to the New Cumberland Police Department 

for Halloween (bottom left), D.O.U.D. collection donated to 

the New Cumberland Fire Department. (bottom right) 

Vickie’s Angel Walk volunteers cheered on supporters in 

October (top left and right).  Veterans’ Day prayer service 

and ceremony to honor those in the military (bottom left), 

8th grade food drive for New Hope Ministries during the 

month of November.  Over 3,000 items donated!  
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Saint Theresa School  
1200 Bridge Street, New Cumberland, PA 17070 

(717) 774-7464  www.sainttheresaschool.org    Like us on Facebook! 

                                                       

What or who did I miss? Please feel free to send me any awards, pictures or activities 

that you would like to see included in future Saints Shout issues or posted on Facebook. 

Any questions, comments or suggestions you have please send them to me.  Also please keep sending me pictures.I love to 

be posting pictures of what the students are doing especially alumni!  Email jconard@sainttheresaschool.org 

Don’t forget to register your Giant Bonus Card for A+ School Rewards.   You will need 

your 11-digit Bonus Card number and the Saint Theresa School ID Number 
21212.  Go online (giantfoodstores.com) and select “Sign In” , then ‘My Account” and  

“Reward and Savings”.  You can  sign up family, friends and neighbors to help support 
Saint Theresa School too.   Click on “Register” then follow the prompts to create an 
online account.  This is an easy wa for the school to receive money from just grocery 
shopping. Last year we received over $8,000 from Giant ! 

  Every year, Saint Theresa School celebrates the Feast of 
Saint Theresa (October 1st) in a very special way. We start 
by reciting a 9-day Novena which we began in  September.  
Then on the night before we celebrate at school, helpers 
decorate our halls with flowers, pictures and quotes from 
our patron saint.   Thank you to all our volunteers and espe-
cially Noha Bross and Maggie McMullin for organizing the 
event.  And thank you PTO  for serving feast day cake dur-

ing lunch time! 

   What a busy start to the year for our Parent Teacher Organization!  The year kicked off with the Kid Stuff 
coupon book sale.  Thank you to Ronda Morrison for your time and hard work on the book sale.  Next up 
was the annual Hoagies for Halloween sale, which was a big success!  The PTO concession stand was a huge 
hit during the New Cumberland Halloween parade.  And back by popular demand...Trunk or Treat to wrap 
up October.  Our much anticipated annual Muffins with Mom during Spirit Week had a big turnout.  A spe-
cial thank you to  Lynn Blough for organizing that  wonderful event.  This year we had our first Family Night 
Out at Trindle Bowl during November.  There is still a lot of fun events coming soon hosted by our PTO for 
the year :     

Christmas Family Bingo, December 13th 
Hershey Candy Bar Sale, January 17th 

Family Night Out, January 21st 
CSW Family Skate , January 26th      

CSW Ice Cream treat day, January 31st 
Family Night Out @ Burger King, February 25th 

Donuts with Day, March 3rd 
Family Night Out, March 17th (TBA) 

 

Keep clipping and scanning those  monthly labels for Box Tops for Education. 
The last collection was worth over $1,100!  Look for information coming soon                                                
about  how to scan your grocery receipts instead of clipping box tops.  
Our PTO meets every month, in the Little Flower Social Hall,  
at 6:30pm the first Wednesday of the month.  Please join the fun and help our school  too! 


